
Franklin Township Board of Trustees 
May 12th, 2025 

Regular meeting 
 

 The Franklin Township Board of Trustees met May 12th, 2025 with Merv Mast, Daniel May 

and Steve Kidwell present.  The minutes of the April 14th meeting were read and approved by 

Daniel and seconded by Steve.  The financial report was reviewed and accepted by Daniel and 

seconded and Steve.   

 Mark Carey, Mt. Gilead Fire Chief brought a draft copy of the contract.  They are proposing 

$102,000 per year for next 4 years (2026, 2027, 2028, 2029).  He stated the amount could be paid 

in two payments in the year.  Daniel asked that if Hidden Lakes went away and no longer existed 

would they look at lowering the price.  Mark stated they could look at it if that were to happen. 

 Perry/Congress Fire District Chief Harlan Barrick was present and presented a Fire Quote 

proposing $60,500 per year.  Both departments stated they are flexible as to how many years the 

contract would be for.  The Trustees agreed to have 4 year contracts for both departments.  Harlan 

stated the cost of fire fighting has increase substantially.  He also stated the amount of runs have 

more than doubled since the last contract.  

 Steve suggested that the Fire Departments look at decreasing the amount by 10% if the 

levy don’t pass. 

 The Trustees talked to Matt Wenger about his culvert.  The County does not want to do 

anything with the culvert.  Matt stated there are 450 acres fed into the ditch at the Gilkersons 

driveway.  It was suggested to put a head wall in to divert the water.  Dan will ask the County for 

the culvert pipe and will look into costs and options to fix this issue.   

 Road repairs were discussed.  Township road 118 is falling apart.  The Trustees discussed 

options to repair this road.  Faith received notice the Township will receive grant funds for paving 

TR 116 South.  She will have the bid ready in June. 

 The Township received another Forfeiture of property from the Court of Common Pleas:  

Hidden Lakes Lot 13 owned by Joe and Sherri Mettles. 

 Matt Wenger will help fix the backhoe. 

 Steve moved to pay bills and sign PO’s.  Daniel seconded the motion.   

 The meeting was adjourned. 
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