
Franklin Township Board of Trustees 
May 11th, 2026 
Regular meeting 

 
 The Franklin Township Board of Trustees met May 11th, 2026 with Merv Mast, Daniel May 

and Denny West present.  The minutes of the April 13th, 2026 meeting were read and approved by 

Daniel and seconded by Merv.  The financial report was reviewed and accepted by Daniel and 

seconded by Denny.  The vote was unanimous. 

 Cooper Young was present to talk about mowing the township building yard and the 

township cemeteries.  Daniel suggested the township will provide the mower and gas if he can 

transport the mower.  Denny moved to hire Cooper Young for $22 per hour, Daniel seconded the 

motion.  Faith will check with the insurance company to see if we can have him be a contractor or 

employee. 

 Daniel asked Brody Young if he can help move grindings this month to TR 238 for the 

culvert repair.  Brody and Bob will work out a time to do this hauling. 

 Denny Levering from Congress Township TR 108, was present to present a Petition to 

Protect our Community:  Addressing Safety Concerns linked to Hidden Lakes Campground.  He 

presented this Petition with several Community signature.  They are asking officials to take the 

following actions:   

• Increase law enforcement and investigations into criminal activity.   

• Enforce zoning, health, and safety regulations 

• Develop and implement a corrective action plan. 

The Trustees explained there is a long-term plan in place that involves the County Land bank 

buying back properties and gaining control.  

We received notice we will receive grant funding for paving 1.1 mile of TR 178.  The total 

project is $212,565.10.  The township portion is $63,770.  Faith will work on the bid package for 

this project. 

Tim Abraham discussed the Land Bank.  He said they have been able to purchase and clean-up 

blighted properties and then resell the property.  This program has worked well and has funds to 

help townships clean-up properties.  He said they are willing to pay 50% of the final bill on a clean-

up property.  Jim Jahn said the township will get a quote for the clean-up.  We will present the 

estimate to the Landbank.  The Landbank will vote on the project.  The township will receive the 

first $10,000 that is paid back through the taxes.  The said Brent Russel is helping Townships with 

this process for a fee.   

 Daniel moved to have Brent Russell send the first letter to Ricky Smith on SR 95 and Taryn 

Ray on TR 14 to clean up their property.  Denny seconded.  The vote was Merv-yes, Denny-yes and 

Daniel-yes. 

 Denny moved to buy up to 1000 ton of asphalt grinding for $6.50 ton from Kokosing.  Merv 

seconded the motion.  The vote was Merv-yes, Daniel-yes and Denny-yes. 

   Faith explained a home burial requires the plot to be surveyed and deeded as a cemetery. 

The Amish are wanted to start a cemetery. 

Daniel moved to pay bills and sign Pos.  Merv seconded the motion.  The vote was 

unanimous. 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 
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