
Franklin Township Board of Trustees 
March 10th, 2025 
Regular meeting 

 
 The Franklin Township Board of Trustees met March 10th, 2025 with Merv Mast, Daniel 

May and Steve Kidwell present.  The minutes of the February 10th meeting were read and 

approved by Daniel and seconded by Steve.  The financial report was reviewed and accepted by 

Daniel and seconded and Steve.  

 Mark Carey, Chief of Mt. Gilead Fire Department gave an update on the Mt. Gilead Fire 

Department.  He brought up the contract that is ending at the end of the year.  He stated we could 

possibly be looking at a new year total of $102,000.  The 2025 rate $49,000.   

 Matt Wenger said we need to start educating people about zoning.  He thinks we should go 

with County zoning.  Steve stated the solar farms are creating some townships to do resolutions to 

their zoning regulations. 

 Brant Wyatt stated you can make changes at any time to zoning regulations.  He agrees 

that we should move forward with County Zoning.  He stated he would be willing to help educate 

residents. 

 John Yust was present.  He suggested the Trustees meet with the Amish Bishops and 

explained the zoning regulations.  He thinks the control should stay in the Township.  

 Faith reported she had heard from OPWC grant for TR 116.  They needed the Engineer to 

adjust the expected life.  If we provide the revision, they are recommending this project for 

funding.  The Engineers office stated they sent in the revised expected life form. 

 The Morrow County Zoning office sent a friendly letter to Taryn Ray on CR 14.  The letter 

stated the ORC laws that gives the Township the right to go in and clean it up.  Taryn Ray has paid 

some of her property taxes.  The Trustees at this point do not want to move forward on the clean-

up. 

 John Yust came to discussed the death Wanita Miller from Hidden Lakes.  Due to the 

nature of her death her body was sent to Montgomery County for autopsy, which cost $30 per 

day.  He stated the family was able to pay for that with go-fund me monies.  He stated there were 

a total 276 deaths in the County last year.  His office dealt with 25 cases.  He gave an update on 

the Coroner’s office. 

 Another property from Hidden Lakes was turned over by the Morrow County Common 

Pleas.  This is lots 777 & 778 of Hidden Lakes.  The Trustees will allow these lots to be taken back 

to the County. 

 The Mt. Gilead Fire contract was discussed.  Daniel asked for him to let us know what they 

will be asking for in the actual contract.  Mark stated he will let us know soon. 

 Daniel May moved to recommend initiating adoption of zoning resolution and Zoning Map.  

The Trustees will have the Morrow County Commissioners put County Zoning in the Ballot this fall.  

Steve Kidwell seconded the motion.  The vote was Merv-yes, Daniel-yes and Steve-yes. 

 Daniel moved to pay bills and sign PO’s.  Steve seconded the motion. 

 The meeting was adjourned. 
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